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The content of the Journal shall be academic discourse which promotes and 
illuminates community dialogue. Appropriate topics of submissions include but are 
not limited to the secular critique of religion, inter religious dialogue, the interpretation 
of sacred texts, the interaction of religion and society, the validation of ethical 
discernment, and issues of race, gender, and class.
Student Editors








And a special thanks to
Matt Hughes, Academic Administrative Assistant
for all he has done to make this publication possible
About the Contributors
Dylan Parson is a member of the class of 2016 at Denison University. He is a Religion major 
from Slippery Rock, Pennsylvania.
Steven Simpkins is a Religion and Economics double major. A member of the Denison University 
class of 2016, he is from Tiffin, Ohio.
Ibrahim Ibrahim is a member of Denison University class of 2018. A History and Religion double 
major, Ibrahim is from Lawrence, Massachusetts. 
Emily Grabauskas is a Psychology major of the class of 2018 at Denison University. Her 
hometown is Annandale, Virginia. 
Kristóf Oltvai is a graduate of the Denison University class of 2015, majoring in Philosophy and 
minoring in English Literature. He grew up between Chicago, Pittsburgh, and Budapest. 
McLane Sellars is a member of the class of 2016 at Denison University. A Religion major, his 
hometown is Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 2
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Note from the Editors
Students and faculty founded the Denison Journal of Religion with the inten-
sions of showcasing student scholarship in the Religion Department. To this day, 
the Journal strives to publish work from Denison students, thus allowing its content 
to manifest itself in the Religion Department and into the greater community. In 
this issue, we, the editors, have sought to represent the diverse nature of Denison’s 
Religion Department, including but not limited to, Biblical Studies, Hinduism, and 
Liberation Theology.  
We received many submissions to the Journal and are thankful for those who 
chose to submit. Although there was not room in the journal to include all sub-
missions, we encourage students to continue submitting work to the Journal. The 
variety of submissions we receive, from inside and outside of the Department, 
grant the Journal its diverse nature. 
We present to you this fifteenth volume of The Denison Journal of Religion. 
We would like to thank our supportive faculty advisors, Dr. John Cort and Dr. 
Maia Kotrosits as well as the academic administrative assistant, Matthew Hughes, 
whose dedication and hard work made this journal possible.
With Regards, 
Andrea Waclawek, Senior Editor
Margaret Hill, Junior Editor
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